
Calligrams
A calligram is a poem, phrase, or word in which 

the typeface, calligraphy or handwriting is 
arranged in a way that creates a visual image. The 
image created by the words expresses visually 
what the word, or words, say. In a poem, it 
manifests visually the theme presented by the 
text of the poem. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typeface
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handwriting


Here are some examples of calligrams



What animal is it?



Which words can you read?



How many times has the author 
written flamingo?





Could you write your own shape poem?



What building can you see?





What animal could it be?



Which letters have fins?



What’s happened to this word?



Task 1

Now can you make your own calligrams for 
the words below? Think about the colours 

and shapes you could use

Hot, cold, falling, snow, 
jump, sad, happy, leaf, 
alligator, smile.



Task 2

Look the shape calligram poem on the next 
slide. Your task is to create your own. 

It can be about anything you want. 

Remember to create a shape and to use 
different colours and types of writing. Be 

creative! On the last slide there is the start 
of an example you can magpie if you wish.





Football

You need a

It can be played on a field or in a hall

The aim is to score lots of                      s

This will cause the crowd to make a lot of

The players can be girls and boys

Example


