Using Commas to Clarify Meaning Answers

* Readthe sentencesasan editorand decide if you think commas need to be added. If you decide to add commas, explain
your reason for doing so.

Explain your reason for adding commas or leaving the

Sentence L.
sentence as it is.
Commasdo notchangeor clarifythemeaninginthis sentencesothere
The rabbit had long, sharp, pointy teeth. isnocorrectanswer. Commas can beaddedto providethereader with
minipausesor leftoutaltogether atthediscretion oftheauthor.
Acommaisneeded hereto separatethe subordinateclausefromthe
Asthecamperssatroundthefireeating, thebearstayedinthebushes. main clause and to make it clear that the campers are not eating the

bear!

Inacompound sentencelikethis,acommais often used beforethe
Lucy wanted a biscuit, but she couldn’t have one. . . . . .
conjunction,butitcan bewritten without.

) Commas are needed here to surround the embedded clause so that the
David, who was 10, wore glasses. .
sentence is read correctly.

Thecommainthis sentenceclarifies themeaning. Withoutit,it sounds
Hetty dressed, and performed for the packed audience. . .
asthough Hetty getting dressedis partofthe show!

Althoughthis sentenceis correctwithoutacomma,usingacommato
There was lots to do at the fair, including face painting and a raffle. signify adding additional information seemsto helpitread with an extra
focus on the individual examples of activity.

A commas is needed in this complex sentence to divide the opening
While the onions were cooking, soup was bought from the shop. subordinate clause from the main clause to avoid confusion — the onions
are not cooking soup!

Acommais needed hereto separatetheopening subordinateclause

Ifyouhavegoteverythingyouneed, thenwearereadytogo! fromthemain clausein this complex sentence. There aretwo places
where the comma could go and each of them would contribute a slightly
differentmeaningto thesentence. Thesecond onesuggeststhatithas
taken some time to get everything together!

Thisisjustasimplesentencewhichdoesnotrequirecommas-no
Hanging out the washing is one of the most boring things in the world. L L
ambiguity and no further clarification necessary.

He was cold without his jacket even though the sun was shining. This sentence doesn’t need a comma to clarify meaning.







