
Guided Reading 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K Rowling 

Chapter One: The Boy Who Lived. 

Wednesday: Questions 

Inference and summarising 

1. What does it mean when it says, ‘because they just didn’t hold with such nonsense’? (1 mark) 

They don’t believe in anything different or out of the ordinary/ they are normal people 

2. How would you describe Mrs Dursley’s neck? (1 mark) 

long 

3. What are Mr and Mrs Dursley scared of? (1 mark) 

People finding out that they are related to the Potters/people seeing the Potters. (do not accept 

any mention of Harry or that they are scared of witches and wizards – they are scared of ruining 

their reputation).  

4. ‘The Dursleys had a small son called Dudley and in their opinion there was no finer boy anywhere.’ 

Find two examples from the text support this statement.  (3 marks) 

They don’t seem to notice/choose to ignore his behaviour. 

Mrs Dursley ‘gossiped away happily’ as she wrestled a screaming Dudley into his highchair, 

apparently still happy even when he is misbehaving.  

They also ignore his behaviour and dismiss is with an affectionate ‘Little tyke’ when he is having a 

tantrum and throwing his cereal at the walls. 

5. What impression do you get of Mr Dursley? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. (3 

marks) 

point evidence 

He is quite a boring person and he likes his 
routine 

He hums as he picks out his most boring tie for 
work – his life is dull but he enjoys it 
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At half past eight he picks up his briefcase, 
kisses his wife and leaves for work – routine 
He is flustered and then outraged by things 
that are different to usual (any example will 
suffice) 

He does not like change. He is flustered and then outraged by things 
that are different to usual like people in cloaks.  

He enjoys his job Hums as he picks out a tie for work 
Thinks a lot about drills 

Any reference to him being a generally angry man are not accepted as he is only outraged at one 

thing in this text and generally seems to enjoy his life.  

6. ‘He looked back at the whisperers as if he wanted to say something to them, but thought better of 

it.’ Why do you think Mr Dursley makes this decision? Use evidence from the text to support your 

answer. (2 marks) 

He wants to pretend he didn’t hear it Their relation to the Potters is a secret  ‘in fact 
Mrs Dursley pretended she didn’t have a 
sister.’  
He is scared of people knowing ‘They didn’t 
think they could bear it if anyone found out 
about the Potters’ 
‘Their greatest fear was that somebody would 
discover it’ 

He is scared to ask because of what they might 
say 

 

7. Do you think Mr and Mrs Dursley are happy people? Support your answer with evidence from the 

text. (3 marks)  

Yes  They are proud ‘proud to say that they were 
perfectly normal’ 
They ‘had everything they wanted’ 
‘hummed as his picked out his tie… gossiped 
happily… chortled’.  

No  Mr Dursley is easily angered by the people who 
are dressed differently ‘enraged to see that the 
couple weren’t young at all’ ‘he eyed them 
angrily’.  
Mrs Dursley pretends her sister doesn’t exist 
and lives in fear that someone will find out their 
secret.  

 

 

  



  



 


