
Find examples of how the author: 

• sets the mood of the writing 

• introduces a little bit of the character  

• hints at the nature of the rest of the story. 
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 Fairy-tale features ‘One fine autumn 

day’ ‘drifted’ helps set an innocent scene 

to begin with 

Parenthesis sets a colloquial 

story-telling tone, such as 

that of fairy-tales. 

‘certainly’ and ‘She couldn’t 

possibly put them in her pies’ 

gives insight into how 

particular the character is – 

even stubborn. 

‘But she wasn’t afraid, 

because the sun was 

still high, and she had 

never been seriously 

lost in the forest before’ 

Suggests she is naive in 

her content and 

happiness, and actually 

has reason to be afraid. 

Hints that the author 

and we, the reader, 

know there’s more to it. 

Something bad is going 

to happen. 

The rooks are an ominous 

signal – something sinister is 

going to happen. 

‘deathly still’. Use of the word 

deathly suggests that the 

forest is a dangerous and 

deadly place now. 

The woodcutter’s wife 

‘wonders’ about them – she 

is naïve to what we know. 

Repetition in the description of the 

cry reinforces a sinister tone.  


