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Ashdene Primary School — Writing Curriculum
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design

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate
their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to
develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to
acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils who do not learn to
speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.

e read easily, fluently and with good understanding

e develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

e acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
e appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

e write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

e use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

e are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken
and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

The Ashdene Writing Curriculum is based around core ‘inspirational texts’. These texts have been carefully chosen for each half term to engage students, provide high-
quality literature models and writing opportunities for a range of genres. Where possible, high-quality texts have been chosen which fit with wider curriculum learning to
support schema development and allow opportunities for cross-curricular writing. Additionally, in KS2, each year group studies at least one novel, picture book and non-
narrative fiction text.

National Curriculum objectives for writing have been organised into elements: composition (crafting, editing and remodeling, and performing); grammar (verb forms,
sentence constructs and punctuation); spelling; and handwriting. The curriculum breaks down the objectives set out in the National Curriculum so that the skills and
knowledge of writing are taught progressively throughout a Key Stage and are built upon year to year. Within year groups, the sequence at which objectives are taught
and the term-to-term progression of each objective have been carefully considered to match the texts chosen to study and build upon prior learning, aiding schema
development.

At Ashdene, we believe children should have plentiful opportunities to practise writing, across genres. Therefore, each half term children write narratives, letters and
recounts (KS1)/ diaries (KS2). They also frequently return to non-chronological reports, discussions, explanations, instructions (Y1-3), biographies (KS2) and speeches
(UKS2). Children practise writing for a variety of genres, audiences and purposes every half term, retrieving their prior learning and applying new sequential knowledge to
their writing.
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Macbeth-Shakespeare-Story-Andrew-Matthews/dp/1841213446/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=macbeth&qid=1623675095&s=books&sr=1-7
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Survivors-David-Long/dp/0571339662/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=survivors&qid=1623675253&s=books&sr=1-3

