Present Perfect or Simple Past?
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1. Circle the

sing verb or verbs for each of the sentences.

A Hlie her leg. B.sam anew shed.
breaked builded
has broked has build
broken built
has broken has builded
2.Put an X' to show the tense of each sentence.
Sentence Present Perfect | Simple Past

A.lisa has bought her brother's birthday present.

8. Jason opened the door for his mum.

C. The aeroplane flew over the Pacific Ocean.

D. Miss Jones has misspelt the date on the board.

E.The children have stolen the swees.

3. Rewrite the sentence below in the simple pastfense.

A. We have lived in this house for five years and we have been very happy here.

Rewrite the senfence below

the present perfect fense.
8. Kayleigh wore her old boots at the park and stepped in the mud.
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The present perfect fense is Used fo falk about experiences that are not fime specific, an
action that has started in the past but has an outcome in the present, or an action that
has started in the past and is confinuous up unfil the present. Itis formed by using the.
present tense of the verb ‘have’ plus a past parficiple, for example: | have been o Spain

The simple pastfense is used fo describe an action that has started and ended in a fime
before now. For example: | walked the dog.

GQuestion 1 - This question asks chidren fo circle the missing verb or verbs (o word used fo
describe an action) from each sentence. This question is checking the understanding of
fenses and the verb forms used o demonshrate either ‘present perfect” or ‘simple past
fense’.

To answer the question. children may find it useful o read the sentence, replacing the
blank line with each of the given verb forms in fumn to idenfify which sound comect.

The comrect answers

Eliie has broken her leg; 8: Sam buitt @ new shed.

GQuestion 2~ This question is asking children o decide if  senfence isin the ‘present
perfect’ or ‘simple past’ tense (as explained above).

The comect answers are: A: "has bought” - present perfect; B: “opened” - smple past:
flew” - present perfect; D: “misspelt” - smple past: €: “have stolen” - present perfect

GQuesfion 3~ This question is asking children to swap the fenses of the fwo sentences.
Sentence Ais written in ‘present perfect” tense and needs to be rewritten in ‘simple past’
tense. Senfence Bis witten in ‘simple past’ fense and needs fo be rewritten in ‘present
perfect’ tense.

The comect answers are: A: We lived in this house for five years and we were very happy
here: 8: Kayleigh has wom her old boots at the park and has stepped in he mud.





