


 



 Guided Reading: Wednesday 

1. Explain what these 3 words mean, in your own words: 

• Tenacious 

• Outlandish 

• Countered  

2. Explain what these 3 phrases mean, in your own words: 

• Born out of 

• Hand-in-hand 

• Under wraps 

 

Retrieval Questions: 

1. What is a conspiracy theory? 

2. What do conspiracy theorists believe was the motivation for faking the moon landing in 1969? 

3. What do flat-earthers think the world looks like? 

4. What supposed evidence supports the theory that the Earth is flat? (name 2) 

5. What was Avril Lavigne’s most popular song? 

6. What is the reason conspiracy theorists believe that Avril Lavigne was replaced by someone else? 

7. What evidence do conspiracy theorists cite to support the idea that Avril Lavigne was replaced by a look-a-like? 

8. According to the introduction, how do conspiracy theories begin? 

9. Why else do people believe the conspiracy theories about the moon landings and the Earth being flat? 

10. List 2 pieces of evidence conspiracy theorists use to support the idea that the moon landings were faked. 

11.  Who do flat earthers think is behind the conspiracy that the earth is flat? 



 

 

Answers 

1. What is a conspiracy theory? 

A theory that the ‘official’ version of events surrounding an event is not true, and that people in power are 

controlling or manipulating the truth 

2. What do conspiracy theorists believe was the motivation for faking the moon landing in 1969? 

They believe that America faked the footage in order to win the ‘race’ against Russia, upon realising that they 

wouldn’t be able to land on the moon first. 

3. What do flat-earthers think the world looks like? 

A flat circle with the Artic in the centre. Around the outside is a 150ft wall of ice, which stops people falling off 

into space. 

4. What evidence do conspiracy theorists believe supports the theory that the Earth is flat? (name 2) 

The moon landing photographs were faked and they show a spherical earth 

The Earth looks flat – w can’t see a curve when we look at the horizon 

5. What was Avril Lavigne’s most popular song? 

Complicated  

6. What is the reason conspiracy theorists believe that Avril Lavigne was replaced by someone else? 

She couldn’t cope with her new-found fame so hired someone else to make appearances as her 

7. What evidence do conspiracy theorists cite to support the idea that Avril Lavigne was replaced by a look-a-like? 

Photographs of the singer pre and post 2003, claiming her jawline is different, her eyes, her make-up and her 

handwriting. 

8. According to the introduction, how do conspiracy theories begin? 



From rumour and speculation 

9. Why else do people believe the conspiracy theories about the moon landings and the Earth being flat? 

Lack of belief in scientists  

10. List 2 pieces of evidence conspiracy theorists use to support the idea that the moon landings were faked. 

The shadows were wrong 

The American flag is waving when there is no wind 

No stars can be seen in the sky 

11.  Who do flat earthers think is behind the conspiracy that the earth is flat? 

NASA 

 

  



born out of 
 
Happening as a result 

Tenacious 
 
Continuing with a firm 
opinion  

fallen foul 
 
To get into trouble 

gaining considerable 
traction  
 
Getting more 
popular/more people 
believing 

Outlandish 
 
Sounding bizarre or 
unfamiliar 

the evidence was shaky 
 
Not reliable 

persistent  
 
Determined; not giving 
up easily 

hand-in-hand 
 
Links together/closely 
related 

Maintain 
 
Cause or enable to 
continue  

Countered 
 
Respond to 

under wraps 
 
Kept hidden/secret 

Elaborate 
 
Involving many 
carefully arranged parts 
or details; complicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 


