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Introduction!from!Steve!Backshall!
!
I’ll!always!remember!my!first!encounter!with!a!shark.!I!was!about!eleven,!on!holiday!
and!out!snorkelling,!when!I!saw!a!familiar!silhouette.!Not!surprisingly!my!heart!leapt,!
but!then!plunged!as!I!realised!the!shark!wasn’t!swimming!off,!but!was!circling!around!
me.!Panicked,!I!scrambled!out!of!the!water!onto!a!rock,!and!sat!there!for!three!hours!
until!I!had!horrific!sunburn,!and!was!forced!to!swim!for!shore.!Now!I!know!it!was!just!a!
blacktip!reef!shark;!was!probably!only!a!metre!long,!and!less!dangerously!to!me!than!a!
moody!halibut!!However,!this!set!the!store!for!a!lifetime!fascination!–!bordering!on!
obsession!–!with!these!ancient!ocean!wanderers.!
!
In!the!years!since,!I’ve!dived!with!tiger!sharks,!blues,!hammerheads,!bronzies,!silkies,!
makos,!lemons,!threshers,!bulls,!oceanic!whitetips!and!even!great!whites!without!a!
cage,!and!never!felt!in!any!danger.!I!feel!more!threatened!wandering!around!a!big!city!
at!night.!
!
Facts!show,!sharks!are!really!not!that!dangerous!to!us:!there!are!more!people!killed!
taking!selfies!than!by!sharks!!However,!our!fishy!friends!are!in!big!trouble,!with!as!
many!as!a!quarter!of!a!billion!being!taken!from!our!seas!each!year.!Sharks!need!pals;!
people!that!love!them!as!much!as!me…!and!Jillian!and!Duncan!who!wrote!this!book.!
!
So!read!these!pages,!learn!about!the!legacy!of!the!lords!of!the!deep,!discover!that!
sharks!can!be!weird!and!wonderful!and!possess!amazing!super!powers.!Perhaps!dream!
yourself!of!a!blue!sea!encounter!with!a!shark!or!two.!And!then!spread!the!word;!let!
your!friends!and!family!know,!that!sharks!are!jawMsome,!and!that!without!our!help!
they!might!disappear!from!our!oceans.!
!
Blue!skies!and!calm!seas,!SB.!
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