


Introduction from Steve Backshall

I’ll always remember my first encounter with a shark. | was about eleven, on holiday
and out snorkelling, when | saw a familiar silhouette. Not surprisingly my heart leapt,
but then plunged as | realised the shark wasn’t swimming off, but was circling around
me. Panicked, | scrambled out of the water onto a rock, and sat there for three hours
until I had horrific sunburn, and was forced to swim for shore. Now | know it was just a
blacktip reef shark; was probably only a metre long, and less dangerously to me than a
moody halibut! However, this set the store for a lifetime fascination — bordering on
obsession — with these ancient ocean wanderers.

In the years since, I've dived with tiger sharks, blues, hammerheads, bronzies, silkies,
makos, lemons, threshers, bulls, oceanic whitetips and even great whites without a
cage, and never felt in any danger. | feel more threatened wandering around a big city
at night.

Facts show, sharks are really not that dangerous to us: there are more people killed
taking selfies than by sharks! However, our fishy friends are in big trouble, with as
many as a quarter of a billion being taken from our seas each year. Sharks need pals;
people that love them as much as me... and Jillian and Duncan who wrote this book.

So read these pages, learn about the legacy of the lords of the deep, discover that
sharks can be weird and wonderful and possess amazing super powers. Perhaps dream
yourself of a blue sea encounter with a shark or two. And then spread the word; let
your friends and family know, that sharks are jaw-some, and that without our help
they might disappear from our oceans.

Blue skies and calm seas, SB.



TIGER SHARK

tivilar to & tiger'y, which
fade ay they get older.

Can reach 2 LEWATH of 5.5 matres (18 foet).

They are LONE DISTANCE SWIMMERS. Research
shows that adait males can make ysarly rousd-trig
journays of OVER 4,900 MILES (7,500 kilometres)
in the Northwest Atlaatic.

Their NVERSE DIET incindes fish, sea turties,
582 snakes and even birds.

They give birth to LIVE YOUNE and can have 10-82
paps in a lither.



Named for their
hanumer shaped bead, which
i known &) the cephalofail.

They e it fo pin down
their prey.

FAST FACTS

They are the LARBEST SPECIES of hanmerhead shark
and can reach a leagth of 5.1 matres (20 fest).

Despite having VENOMOUS SPIMES, stingrays are still
a favourite itam on the meau for great hammerhsads.

Their heads are covered with ELECTRORECEPTORS
called ampuiiae of Lovenzini. Thesa are often referved
10 as the shark's sixth sense. It is like haviag 2
DUILTAN METAL DETECTOR, but isstead of lest
jewellery, they are finding foed Duried in the sand.

They can aise SWIM SIDEWNYS. By turning en their
soe aad swimming at a1 aagje they became more

efficiaat, using less energy to swim.




Can reach 2 LENGTE of 6 medres (19 fost) asd
weigh ap b 2,258 kilogrammes.

They have their owa SOCIAL GROOPS and
interactions.

These ecaan wandarars MMRATE thossads of
miles, with many returning to the same lecations
at the same time sach year.

They can live at ksast 79 YEARS.




